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Dominique Di Piazza's Wicked Technique
By Chriz Jisi

Visitors strolling through aisle 5200 at the Winter HAMM show couldn’t
help Ik be drawn to the spiraling melodies and rich baritone chords
emanating from the FoderaEpifani booth, courtesy of solo bass
master ominique 0i Piazza. Born in Lyon, France, D Piazza—who has
Sicilian roots bt was raised among Gypsies—was a selftaught
guitarist who switched to bass inthe late "Tés upon hearing Jaco
Pastorius on Weather Report’s Feavy Weather, Dominigque’s IMAGES
subsequent recordings with artists like John McLaughling Dennis
Chambers, and Bireli Lagréne have earned him cult-hero status
amondg bassists, while his rapid-fire right-hand fingerpicking and lush,
close-voiced chords have been a direct influence on such bass
heavies as Matt Garrison and Adam Hitti. We asked the soft-spoken

47 year-old for some insight inte his right-hand technigque and left-
hand chordal concept. (Mike Pope, who was in the HAMM bhooth
jamiming with B Piazza, lent a hand with the harmonic analysis.)

Di Piazza plavs hiz S-string (uned EADGC) ether with hiz bare fingers or with &
fingerpick on hiz index or middle finger, and a custom thumbpick with a special
leather edge. Regardlezz of vour technigue, he feels the best way 1o learn his
right-hand approach iz to stad with atternating thumb and middle-finger plucks in
octaves (Ex. 11, which iz the foundation of hiz concept. Dominigue alzo
incorparates his index finger a great deal (and even his ring finger and pinkie at
timesz). To work inthe index finger, he suggests a minor-Tth arpeggio exercize

(Ex. 27.
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Ex. 2
He alzo offers a major-Tth arpeggio that can be plaved with ether the
thumb and middle finger or the thumb and index finger (Ex. 31, With all three Ex 3
examples, begin slovwly and evenly and gradually increaze your speed; then feel ' s
mn

free to play them in ather keyvs and positions. YWhile demonstrating howe to play .
these examples, Dominigue holds his right arm out in front of hiz bass, allowing f}a - " ' 5 ' -
natural curl of the wrist, which gives his fingertips better access to the strings. —— e
If he needs to mute the strings with hiz palm, he straightens hiz wrist and brings
hiz palm back against the strings, while =il keeping his fingers curled for
fingetip access.

Dominigue's signature chord style iz marked by dizzyving runs, arpeggios, and
hammered trillz strung between angular woicings—as well as the occasional
comp via thumb-plucked bazs notes and finger-zwept triads. For ataste, check
out hiz zolo bass track "Marie," from the John McLaughlin Trio's 1992 CD Jue
Alegeia [ Fenss], or "Little Roze " from the 2005 bass trio C0 Carbonpe-D
Pigzra-Manting [ Wwuw. catbobhhe-diniar 7a-manring. corm]. Azked 1o reveal some
of hiz favorite chord soicings, Dominigue presented the four-chard progression
showwn in Ex. 4, from a piece in 6453 that will be on hiz upcoming U=, zolo debut
on Ghost Mote Records (vist www dosindguedioig z ra ook for evertual releasze
detailz]. We've tabbed these chords for standard 4-ztring; Dominigue plucked
them fingerstyle, with hiz thumb, index, middle, and either the ring finger ar
pinkie. The small numeralz near the noteheads indicate left-hand fingerings.

Frrvma | #/E Ex. 5
Ex. 4 Frraj?ih Emzas CHE ETE il

: - ol i
f},ildn}; -’-d;: 'ﬂ?l #g];:

1

N
anin

[ |
=
i
L I |

s
et i
sl

[ERETE

The progreszzion's bazic tonal center is A minor, but with plenty of clustered

color notes added on. The first chord (Fmaj@fa) functions az an &m chord with an added F, suggesting an & natural
mirnor scale or A Asolian mode (& C major 2cale staring on &), The basic shape of two Sthes stacked a minor Bth apart
iz & tough reach, =0 keep vour hand relaxed, and dig that ear-grabbing minor 2nd vou're cresting between the E and
F notes. The zecond chord (EmMT G can alzo be looked at as a GE, while the stretch of two Sths a major Bth apart is
an eazier grak. The third chord iz interesting becauze the ear iz almost anticipating an F chord, descending to the
subzequent VY (EV] chord; instead, Di Fiazza plays a C2E via an index-finger barre with a pinkie stretch, which
helps creste the tasty major 2nd between the D and E notes. The final chord iz indeed the %7, but t's colored az an
EV/F, estahlizhing an E Phrygian sound (a C major zcale aor & natural minor 2cale starting on E). Because Dominigue
letz hiz S-string's open E ring, the chord alzo suggests EVRI, opening up all otz of diminizhed and half-stepd whole-
ztep possihilities for soloing.

Finally, Ex. 5 shows an alternate chord Di Piazza uses for the Y7 in hiz progression: Fmmai7E. t's shown here
takbbed for hiz EADGCAuned 5 2o that the open E can ring. (Of course, it can alzo be playved on a standard-tuned 6-
=tring bazz.) &z suggested by the chord name, atthough we're =il in & minor, vou can alzo think F melodic minor
when blowing. t's that 2ense of zearching that has led Daminigue Di Fiazza to innovate on hiz instrument, inspiving
the rest of us to followw suit.

Seplor CoptribOting Editor Chels Jisi has beep with Bazs Plaver sipce its premisr Issue 17 vears ago—intendewing
dorens of top plavers along the way—ahd he's been g husy working bassist in the New York area for even jonger.
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No Compromise

We will not compromise on
quality.

And yet we offer our products
at a very competitive price,
and we lead the industry in
lightweight amp technology.
So when you buy a Markbass
product, you're getting a
top-quality product that is
reliable, sounds great, and is
extremely light.

It will last you a lifetime.

We believe the value of our
products is unparalleled in
the marketplace. We hope
you will try our products for
yourself, and we're confident
you will agree!

Marco De Virgiliis
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Look out for the premiere edition of
Markbass Magazine, coming soon to a
Markbass dealer near you!



BASSNOTES

NEW STUFF FROM NAMM, Part 3

This. month. we conclude our v

January at the gear extravaganza in Anah
now, So. gas up the of jalogy and head down ta
accessor

5. ~GREG OLWELL & JIMMY LESLIE

Ibanez AFBZODRS 3nd AGBRODTOR [bsnez debuted two new Antcose
basses sweetened by foholes a0 sir caities. The ATGZDOBS hol-
g and AGB20OTER semi-hollow 4-string (both $590
list, $450 street) have maple bodies, two pickups, gold

Navdvare, and 3 30 g
gerbeard, The AFE200 has a deop, hallow body and a A1
resewood bridge, while the AGBZ00 has a slim, 5

1 metal bridge.

awbody 45t

scaln st neck with a rosewood fin-

hollow body and 3 Gibrak
Thanez, (215 633-8670, www

Mike Lull MXAL It foaks like Mike Lull has been
sbsessad with 24—frets, that is, not the
hyper-drasmatic TV show, The new Mike Lull MAXL
52,900 street) 8 Lulls fist 24-freq bass,

available with a magle or

s,

destring ist,
osewood fingerboard. Other accouter

elude custam Lindy Fralin pickups and an 18-volt Bartolint

425) $43-8074, mwwmikals

preamp. Mike Lull, h.com,
Spector Perfarmer Classie Spectors new budget-
g1 3549 list,
eet)

s
3599 List,

dowsr't skimp o the classic qus

street.

Sestring:

ies that made the

curvaceous and comfortable Instruments so infl
Performers have bolt-on maple

necks, curly-maple tops en carved buss

tial.

wood Bodies, 24-fret msewoed Finger-
boasds, and passive EMG humbuckers, Spector,

(845) 266-13:

waenspecterbass.com,

Yamaka REX& A2 The Yan
saring ($999 list, $600 street

high-tech esnstruetion—a

ha BB A2 4

enmbines a

igh-sech, Apple-esque (sok with

a Bightshow Using its “slterative int
resomance” {or A.LR ) concept, Yamaha sandwiches. toftwood in 2 hardwood
shell for a lightweight bass with resanance and sustaim., Other Features.

lude a dot-less 24-ret resewood fingerboasd, boit-on ma
2nd Yamaha single-cofl pickups. The bac
Yamaha, mww yamaha,com,

neck,
knobs’ brightness varies

with vohume change:

ag-up of exciting new equipment from the W

o1 NAMM show, We first got b e stuf back
but many of these items will be arriving at stores

o= for a gander at the Freshest basses,

e
r you right about
mps. effects, and

Californ

your local gear empori

Markbass heads, cabinets, and 2 camba Markbass came out swingin” at the shaw
 heads and eabinats. (prices nat available). [n the
it comes, weighing in at 4.4 Pounss, we hawe the S00-wart Markbass F1 head.
The lightweight contendes, with 8 digital pame

with a pile of new Bghtw

imp and salid-state peeainp, fes

tores vintage loudspeaker emalater [VLE) and warlable preshape Flter (VPF)

cirusits, 4-band EQ, 1t out, and am ¢Ffect loop, Asd, in the red cores, weighing
in at 20.7 pounds, we have the Misimark 150-watt 246 combo, The It

an amp
uilder aiso shawed its vintage-inspieed Classic series head and cabinets, with the
Ciassic 300 al-tube head, the (L 104 4x10, CL 106 6x10, and CL 108 Bx10 clased

cahinets oaded with neadymium speakers. Markbass, www.maskbass.it

Tone Tubby Tone Tunmels Nobern California's Tome
Tubly raled
inets. Bufit s a John Bon
visuatly striking 410 a

able at press Hirme) are loaded with Super Boy hemp come

ut the bamel with its naw Tana Tunnel cab-
am-size ik drum shell, the
abinets. (prices ueavail-

speakers. The dxi) 1s rated at 600 watts and the 1x15 is
Pass 1t on, Tone Tubly. (415) 475
2126, wwmtanetubby.com,

rated at 400 w

Eleetra-Harmanix Nane & KO Padals £
pecals: the midusize X0 and the small Nano series.

Ha

unveiled two new

s of

In additian ta the Micro 0

qe=controlied Flter ($110

$83 stret], which we reviewed in
210
$156 list, $120 steeet), and Uittle Big
of EH

December ‘06, the XD series includes the Stereo Folyphase ($278 list

stoeet), Hum Debugger hum eliminat

67 street)

Mulf distortion (559 lst The Nass line is & mew broed
e N
00 Seall Stone phase
69 list, 352 street)

. and Mano B, 0 auto-wah (§72 list, $54 streat). Many are reworied

haif
(3110 Eist, 58 street),
Hano Cloe analog chosus [
343 streat

g5 whase bas.frisngly members. are U

o Basshalls envelspe flter

($104 list, $78 street)

Mano MuFf Overdriee (359 lis,

E-H classics deslgned to sound better and to take up less floor space o
ancestors. Electro-Has 18) 937-8300, vl




